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protective clothing has been removed, cleansing and provision of fresh
underclothing are necessary.
(d) General Considerations
The use of gas has a devastating effect on morale. The explanation of
this fact is the ignorance of the people regarding the properties of gas
and the lack of simple knowledge of how to avoid its effects, even to
appreciating that the safest thing to do during a gas attack is to keep
indoors in a closed room at the leeward side of the building.
Undue prominence may at times be given to the development of the
offensive side of this type of warfare, but it must be realized that with
the introduction of any new agent counter-measures are rapidly brought
into being. It may be anticipated, therefore, that some method of pro-
tecting the body against the action of the vesicant gases will be evolved.
The proportion of deaths caused by other weapons is infinitely greater Mortality
than that resulting from the use of chemical agents. The degree of
suffering and the period of incapacity following the effects of gas are very incapacita-
much less than in the case of gunshot or shell wounds which are much tlon
more liable to produce prolonged injury and permanent mutilation.
The use of gas in warfare is forbidden by the Geneva Gas Protocol
of 1925, to which this country and all the more important states in
western Europe have subscribed. In spite of this agreement, however,
the likelihood of gas being used is very great, since it is only reasonable
to assume that when a nation is fighting for its existence the temptation
to use such a powerful weapon is unlikely to be resisted. Further, the
agents suitable for chemical warfare are either products that are in
everyday use or allied compounds readily prepared with the plant
available in any well-developed chemical industry.
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